
NC Year/s   

Tree Little Pigs

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Northgate St Andrew School   

Number on roll 260

The school’s approach to drama is a developing one, I was placed as Drama subject leader in Autumn 2005 and since then have led 3 inset sessions – 2 to just teaching staff and 1 to the whole school. The inset sessions have been practical with staff using various drama techniques in workshops themselves that they could then use in the classroom and in their teaching. I have also set up a set programme of drama lessons for each term for class teachers to carry out and help increase their confidence in using drama and for the children to get used to learning through Drama activities.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC was to develop creative (drama) teaching skills so that our school is able to teach through drama and meet the needs of our children who need this kind of learning experience to learn through. 

Age Group Reception
Size of class 29

Length of lesson half and hour
Subject links Creative Development, Knowledge and Understanding of the World, PSHE
Resources 3 Little pigs book, scarf for TIR.
The aims of the lesson Communication, Language and Literacy
e.g. 

· To understand and recount the sequence of the story (3 Little Pigs). To join in with the speaking parts of the characters (Wolf and Pigs) and reenact scenes from the story. To write their favourite part of the story as a sentence.
Subjects Links- 

I.C.T - To draw using 2Simple software the 3 little pigs houses discriminating with colour; the straw, wood and brick houses. (examples attached).

D.T - To use matchsticks, wool and cardboard ‘bricks’ to design and create the 3 little pig’s houses on a DT sheet. Also to Make puppets of a wolf and a pig to re-enact the story. (Examples of DT pigs houses attached).

P.S.E - To talk about (discuss) which house was the strongest and why, furthermore, discuss whether the Wolf right or wrong to try and eat the 3 Little Pigs..
Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to bring the story of the 3 Little Pigs alive! To involve the children in re-telling the story and use TIR as the Wolf.
Before the lesson  the story of the 3 Little Pigs had been read to the children and discussed. 

The teacher began the lesson by the story being recounted on the carpet and the children joining in with saying ‘Little Pigs, Little Pigs let me come in!’ ‘Not by the hair on my chinny chin chin!’ ‘Then I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow your house down!’ Different tones and uses of their voices were used to express the feeling of the Wolf and then the Pigs. The children would then huff and puff and blow.
The teacher then wore a scarf used Teacher in Role and became the Wolf and asked the children various question e.g. 

· ‘Do you know who I am and what I want to do?’

· ‘Where are the pigs? – I love to eat pigs – Are you a pig?’ 

· ‘Have you seen the pigs? – I want to eat them I am getting very hungry!’ 

· ‘I can’t seem to blow one of the houses down though! – Do you know why?’

‘Can you show me how you would build a brick house?’

The pupils responded well to the Wolf and answered his questions and generally talked to the Wolf about the story, they also acted out the building of the brick house, and showed the Wolf what they thought the pigs acted like and did a mime of what they thought the Wolf was like.
At the end of the lesson the Wolf said he was going to hunt down the pigs and said goodbye, the children said goodbye.
After the lesson the teacher then took the scarf off and went back to being a teacher again. At the end of the lesson the teacher just asked how it was meeting the Wolf and the children said they enjoyed it.
After the lesson the children in small focused groups the children were asked to write their favourite sentence from the story. (copies attached). During this activity the children were very motivated and know exactly what they wanted to write – which was mostly the dialogues between the Wolf and the Pigs.

Later and throughout the week the children were asked to draw the 3 little pigs houses in ICT, and design and create them in DT and make puppets from lolly sticks and card. Furthermore in a PSHE session the children did a conscience alley for the Wolf about whether he should blow the little pigs houses down.
What the teacher said It was explained to the children that they were going to learn about The 3 Little Pigs and later would be asked to do some writing about the story.
What the children said The children joined in the speaking of the Wolf and the Pigs.

‘the pigs built the straw house first, then the sticks and then the bricks’

‘bricks are heavy’

‘the brick house was the strongest’

‘the Wolf wanted to eat the pigs’

‘the Wolf is fierce and makes this face and noise grrrrraaaaahhhh!!!!’

‘the pigs were scared and looked like this….’
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when the children sat down to write about the 3 Little Pigs they were able to instantly re-tell the story and put different voices and actions to the characters which made them motivated to write a sentence about the story as they had plenty to draw from and lots of ideas about what they could write, either the dialogue between Wolf and Pig or the building of the houses and with what material or what happened to the Wolf at the end of the story.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when the children sat down to either write a sentence or do any of the other linked activities they all knew what to do, they knew the different types of houses that were built, they knew the motivations of the main characters and were able to re-tell the story in sequence. All the linked activities were completed with minimal support; the ICT drawn houses were all represented by different colours to differentiate the different materials used, furthermore the children when making the DT houses chatted freely that they were making the straw house first and then.. and then…
Drama strategies and conventions used
· Teacher in role as the Wolf

· The beginnings of children in role when speaking the words of the Wolf and the Pig

· Freeze frames of the Wolf, building one of the pigs houses and how the pig was feeling when the Wolf was knocking on the door.

· Acting out the story

· Essence/sound machine of the huff and puff noises.

· Conscience alley – The Wolf – Good or bad? Should he blow the houses down?
Why use drama?

Drama enables a teacher to reach the different learning styles of children, especially young children.

The children enjoy learning through drama, and do not think they are actually in a learning situation as they are enjoying themselves!

Children who tune out when sitting on the carpet, get involved, together with the children who are less vocal suddenly find their voice – because they are interested, have something to say and feel the pressure of a lesson environment is off because, again, they are enjoying themselves 

Children who have behavioural difficulties are easily managed as they do not want to miss out on the fun and their ‘learning’ is more easily observed and assessed as it is not shrouded by difficult behaviour or poor attention span.

The learning outcomes of using drama can be observed and assessed instantly and have an enduring quality and can be observed and assessed through associated activities. The children are motivated to write and have something they want to write about. 

The advantages of using drama were.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


