BONFIRE NIGHT

D4LC best practice lesson

Context

South Wootton First School

240 on roll

The school is keen to incorporate drama and creativity into the curriculum.  The school has a pragmatic approach and attempts to bring drama into the curriculum using the cross-curricular.  However, in reception drama is taught on a weekly basis and takes place on a daily basis within the home-corner, using puppets in circle time etc…The school has regular visits from theatre companies.  A drama club takes place weekly after school for Year 2 and 3.

The school became involved with the D4LC project in order to highlight drama and give it a wider and bigger emphasis throughout the school.  The school has strived to use the D4LC project for professional development also.

 This particular lesson took place with half of one Reception class (15 children).  It was then repeated 3 times for the 3 other groups in Reception as part of a Topic led Rotation.  The lesson was 30 minutes long and was linked to our topic on Autumn.  It took place in the hall and we used the stereo, a drum and the music “Handel:  Music for the Royal Fireworks” (no4).

The aims of the lesson were in accordance with the Early Learning Goals:

Creative Development

6:  Recognises and explores how sounds can be changed.  Recognises repeated sounds and sound patterns and matches movement to music.

7:  Uses imagination in art and design, music, dance, imaginative and role-play and stories.   Responds in a variety of ways to what s/he sees, hears, smells, touches and feels.

8:  Expresses and communicates ideas, thoughts and feelings using a range of materials, suitable tools, imaginative and role-play, movement, designing and making, and a variety of songs and musical instruments.

The Lesson

The teacher wanted to recap on the children’s experiences of Bonfire Night and explore how we could work together to create a very visual representation of different kinds of fireworks.  This visual representation would be set to music created for a firework show 250 years ago!  It was important that this was set in the context of the fifth of November, the safety issues that this creates combined with the excitement, enjoyment and feelings of the children on that night.

Before the lesson we had talked about the fifth of November and the safety issues.  Bonfire night was included in our Autumn topic and we had also made wax paintings of the fireworks.

The teacher began the lesson by talking about the fifth of November, what we all did and the different kinds of fireworks we all saw.  First there was the opportunity for the children’s experiences and ideas.  We then moved onto the teacher’s own experience of fireworks and recounted when the teacher lived in Edinburgh and the festival fireworks were set to this music on the radio - (we all took our radios up onto Carlton Hill and watched the fireworks from there).  It was explained that Handal was a famous composer and what that means.  Handal was asked to provide the music for a firework display 250 years ago!

The teacher and pupils all sat and listened to the music.

From our previous recap we decided to concentrate on representing ‘Rockets’, ‘Sparklers’, ‘Catherine Wheels’ and ‘non-specific Wooshy Ones!’

After some experimentation together the following routines were decided on for the following categories of fireworks:

Being a Rocket

· curl up

· kneel up and wave around

· shout “Wee!” and run around fast in a space

· on “Bang” of drum explode using a star jump

Being a Wooshy One

· curl up

· simply kneel up and two handed wave

· fade to ground

Catherine Wheel

-choose a sensible child to lead

-All children curled up when tapped on head follow leader to move in circles (going up and down, waving hands etc …)

Sparklers

-All children stand in circle.  Teacher pretends to light sparklers.  “Be careful not to burn yourselves!”  Make shapes and names with them.  (Recap on safety use gloves, a bucket of water etc…)

All this was then set to the music and the drum was used as a cue for the children.

We all had a lovely time and learnt lots!  The lesson provided the opportunity to recap and share our experiences of fireworks (+ safety issues).  It also enabled us to use our imagination to create some performance movement pieces set to music.  To date we are still experimenting with drama doing other performance pieces and also problem solving exercises.  We also use drama in our role-play area (Percy the Park Keeper’s Shed at the moment) and in Literacy.  

