
NC Year/s R&1

Lesson title/theme : The Book of beasts / The flight of the Hippogriff

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Howard Infant & Nursery School   

Number on roll 141

The school’s approach to drama

The school uses many different mediums to explore drama in different parts of the curriculum. Drama is used mainly in R.E and Literacy but now has a wider curriculum links to all areas especially in practical mathematics.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

To make sure that drama was seen as an individual subject and for the staff to gain more subject knowledge and confidence. The school is very keen on raising the levels of speaking and listening and the confidence of the children at the school and drama was seen to be the perfect medium in which this could be done.

Age Group year 1 and year 1 reception mixed.

Size of class 48

Length of lesson 45 minutes for each class.

Subject links Literacy, ICT, science and geography.

Resources Digital blue camera, white sheet and pictures of the ground from the above. The story The Book of Beasts by E. Nesbit, cd of classical music.

The aims of the lesson

e.g. 

· To understand what it would be like to fly on the Hippogriff that had been released from the book of beasts and what we would see from above.

· To use a range of materials to find out about different places and what they would be like and to explore problems in an imagined world.

· To discriminate between the different ways we think and use our imagination.

· To create an atmosphere where the children feel free to express their opinions and to listen to others ideas. To use their imaginations to look at materials and where they could be from and what the place would be like. To use vocabulary and movement to match the person place and time required by their story situation.

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to create an atmosphere for the children to listen to each other and to take turns to express their opinions and ideas.

Before the lesson we discussed what we knew about the characters in the book. If any children had been on an aeroplane before and what it felt like to make simple connections between the drama they experience and their own lives. We did a warm up exercise where we joined with a partner and guided them around the room to promote the idea of trust and support. We discussed the knowledge we had from the book and the coronation and did a freeze frame of the coronation to see how the king was feeling when he opened The Book of Beasts.

The teacher began the lesson by thinking what it would be like to fly on the hippogriff with the king. What we would feel like and what they thought they would see in part of a whole class thought tracking session.

The teacher then put the white material out on the floor and said that this was the back of the hippogriff and that we were going to go for an adventure to discover what the king’s kingdom was like.

The pupils then climbed onto the horse with the children pointing out that we had to be careful of the wings and we closed our eyes as we took off and rose into the sky. We looked at what we could see and at times flew close enough to the ground to pick something up a crystal, a rock, a branch some sand and water in bottles also some magic fairy dust in a bottle. We looked at what we had found and discussed what kind of place it was from and what it looked like. We then landed and drew maps of the island and where we had been.

At the end of the lesson we looked at the maps and the pictures of different aerial photographs and what they were of and what kind of people and magical animals we thought lived there.

After the lesson the teacher put up the maps and in the next lesson we drew pictures of these new magical animals to live in a different surroundings based on the aerial photographs.

After the lesson the children talked about their animals they were going to make up and explain to the rest of the class what they looked like and then name them. 

What the teacher said…

“ I was so pleased how the children listened to each others ideas and used what they knew of materials to discuss what the environment would be like. It was great to see the children’s confidence growing and the children who would usually sit back and watch join in and really believe in the drama. It was a rare opportunity to see how the pictures of the children boosted their confidence and to see the shy and inhibited children and those with special needs all working together to improve their own experience as a class.  “ 

What the children said…

“ Can we ride the hippogriff home and to school in the morning

I like flying it makes me feel happy

This drama stuff is fun

If we have some of the fairy dust we will always be able to do this when we want

The hippo is smooth

It is like riding in a plane  “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when the children climbed onto the hippogriff and stroked its neck and wings to keep it calm before we took off. How the children all looked at the ground and what we could see they all agreed that they could see it too and elaborated on each others ideas. There was so much opportunity for speaking and listening and the creative ideas of their imaginations.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when we looked at the different materials and the children were able to identify what they were and where we would be able to find them.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in role as the king helping the children to explore.

· Soundscape- classical music very low in the background.

· Role play 

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that all the children were confident to join in and it was a way of doing the geography, science and literacy in a way that all the children can experience and enjoy. It made the children feel more confident in their abilities as a class and as individuals. For some of the children it gave them a way to express their ideas and feelings when they would usually be to shy to do so.

As a teacher I could see the class working as a group and using their prior knowledge of what they had learnt to aid their decisions about what the materials were and what kind of landscape they were from.

Also the main point was that the children all had a really fun experience which they will remember and which was used to link different areas of the curriculum.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


