
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme Gollum the baby vulture who cannot fly

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Walpole Cross Keys Primary School   

Number on roll 52

The school’s approach to drama is that we are aiming to develop children’s imagination through drama activities which, in turn, will help to improve creating writing. 

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC is that we needed some support to help develop drama in our school because teachers were not familiar with using it to improve speaking and listening, which in turn, should improve writing,

Age Group – a mixed age class with Reception, Y1 and Y2

Size of class - 21

Length of lesson – 30 minutes

Subject links literacy (speaking and listening, writing) and geography

Resources – use of the school hall

The aims of the lesson

· To develop use of imagination.

· To follow up our drama support visit, when the class had been visited by someone in role as Gollum, the baby vulture who couldn’t fly.

· To visualise what it would be like to fly.

· To draw a map of what a baby vulture would see when looking down during a flight.

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to encourage the children to imagine they were baby vultures who could fly.  They were going to try to remember all the things they could see so that the next time Gollum came to visit, they would tell him all about what it was like to fly and encourage him to try flying.

Before the lesson 

The teacher began the lesson by telling the children that they were going to have a drama lesson and imagine they are baby vultures.

The teacher then reminded the children that Gollum, the baby vulture, couldn’t fly.

The pupils responded well and imagined they were out in role as baby vultures flying up high and looking down.

At the end of the lesson all children had successfully been in role as baby vultures.  We stayed in role and talked about all the things that we had seen.

After the lesson the teacher asked the children to draw a map of what they had seen on their flight so that they could persuade baby Gollum to have another go at flying.

After the lesson the children kept talking about what they had seen, then drew their maps.

What the teacher said…

“Remember, in a drama lesson you pretend to be someone else.  To try to help Gollum to fly we are going to pretend that we are baby vultures who have just learned to fly.  We are going to tell him all about the things we see.  When we go back to the classroom we are going to draw maps so that you don’t forget what you saw “ 

What the children said…

“I’m flying! Whee! It’s easy, you just flap your wings, stand up tall and JUMP! Everything looks small.  I’m changing direction!  I put one wing up higher and bend!  The houses are so tiny. I can see a road.  It’s a long way away. “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when the children were able to imagine they were baby vultures flying.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when the children drew maps of their imaginary flights, talked to each other about what they could see, and were in role as baby vultures.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Building on a previous session


· Pretending to be someone else

· The teacher was in role as a baby vulture

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


