
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Tilney St Lawrence Primary School   

Number on roll   91
Name of teacher (optional)   Carla Mesmer
The school’s approach to/provision for drama

The school’s approach to drama had been minimal with only informal sessions being carried out occasionally. 

What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
As a partnership school we plan to integrate drama throughout the curriculum of all three schools. We hope that drama will work as a stimulus to improve writing and subsequently influence learning across the curriculum through a creative medium. We believe that the experience of D4LC will give confidence to other teachers to use drama as a regular part of their teaching.
Age Groups one and two
Size of class  18
Length of lesson  1 hour
Subject links Literacy, PHSE
Resources Book = I’ll Take you to Mrs Cole by Michael Foreman, Classical music for Preliminary exercise. 
The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 
· Learn that ….. ……. Characters have different feelings and opinions- people are not always what you expect. To try and empathise with different characters thoughts. 
· Get better at using a range of…..   Different questioning skills to find out about people.  
· Be able to discriminate between ….. reality and fiction
· Create ….. Freeze frames, transitions from different images, thought tracking
· Experience…. Using different drama strategies, 
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

This lesson was a part of a Literacy unit. I was trying to get the children to empathise with the feelings of different characters in a story.  To recognise that people have different opinions which should be respected. 
Lesson narrative
The teacher wanted to… use a range of strategies to encourage the children to empathise with others, so they learn how other people may feel and think about situations and others, including themselves.
Before the lesson …I chose a book that I felt the children could relate to, this being ‘I’ll take you to Mrs Cole’.
The teacher began the lesson by … discussing the drama contract with the children, so that they were aware of what was expected of them. I also carried out some Preliminary exercises to allow the group to establish and feel warmed up ready to do some drama!  
1. Whole group building shapes- one person at a time- Children start around the edge of the room and as I tapped them on the shoulder they went into the circle to make a shape-as the next person goes in they must attach themselves to the person who went before.  I gave them the rule that their shape could not be the same as the person who had been before. We then did this again to classical music, the children had to think about the speed they were coming in and do light movements.
2. 
The Object- The children must pretend that they have an object- using exaggerated movements the children pretend to look, reach, bring in, look, and then throw away the object.  This was repeated with different movements/effects including large, small, scared, in love and angry. Sound effects were also included. 

The teacher then… read the first two pages of ‘I’ll take you to Mrs Cole’ and then showed them the picture on the second page. 
The pupils… 
Activity 1- The pupils got into groups of 3 and made their own interpretation of the picture. I gave the children 3 minutes discussion time and then rung the triangle to indicate they had to freeze. We then went round and looked at others work and commented on what we saw and what their freeze frame might represent. 

Activity 2- A thought- then as the character of either Mrs Cole or the children living with her (these are the characters in the picture), I asked the children to think of one of their thoughts and hold it in their heads. I gave them 3 minutes to think of this. I then asked them to freeze and as I went round the room and touched them they had to say their thought. 

Activity 3- I divided the class up into the Mrs Cole’s and the children (there were more children than Mrs Cole’s)- We did some thought tracking- by touching them on the back and listening to their thoughts. I did this with the children and my T.A. did this with the Mrs Cole’s.
Activity 4- In collective role- children said a thought and the Mrs Cole’s had to answer back (one at a time) - I helped by beginning it and we encouraged children who were shy to have a go. This worked well.

At the end of the lesson…  
I suggested for next session that my class should take on a collective role as the boy in the story.  They would then meet one of the children from Mrs Cole’s and they could ask questions.  I would play this part as teacher in role. 
After the lesson the teacher… Thought about where the drama was going and along with the children decided that they could take on a collective role as the boy and I could play teacher in role as a girl who lived with Mrs Cole.
After the lesson the children… Were excited about the next session and wanted to find out what the girl thought of Mrs Cole. 
The teacher said…

“Further to this session we continued to carry out more drama activities related to empathy. I noticed that the children really enjoyed this session and the others that followed. By the end of the sessions, when asked, they were able to come up with good ideas and found it much easier to think like somebody else. The higher ability children were able to use ideas from drama to influence their character descriptions in their writing. “ 

The children said…

“I like everything of drama and everything we play’“ 

“I like drama it’s good fun”

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when… The children worked in their groups and were able to contribute ideas.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

“The children said that they wouldn’t want to live with Mrs Cole and were eager to meet her and find out why she had children under her feet “ 

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language?
The higher ability children have been able to use the ideas from drama sessions and use these in their writing to make it more interesting and appealing to the reader. 
Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Freeze Frames
· Thought Tracking
· Improvisation 

Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were… The children were motivated to think like somebody else. They wanted to carry on thought tracking, past the session. They had developed feelings for these characters and enjoyed every minute of the lesson.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be … Make sure you have mapped out where the lesson is going to go from here. Have a clear idea of the strategies that you would like to introduce. 
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


