
NC Year 1 

Lesson title: Rainbow Land
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Wroughton First School   

Number on roll   318
Name of teacher    Nicola Walker
The school’s approach to/provision for drama

The school’s approach is a developing one with our aim being to use drama as a cross curricular tool which can fuel the imagination, enthusiasm and interest of all pupils.

What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
By becoming involved in D4LC, the school hopes to use drama as a tool for developing a creative curriculum as well as to raise attainment in writing. We hope to broaden the staffs’ knowledge base of drama as a teaching tool and gain some specialist advice.

Age Group Year 1 (5-6year olds) 
Size of class 30
Length of lesson 1 hour
Subject links Literacy and Geography
Resources: Large piece of paper and pens.
The aims of the lesson

· To engage with an imaginary situation – to interact with someone else in role 

· To use language to explore a situation, to find out why the mayor is unhappy and offer solutions.
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

This lesson was the second of a series of topic based lessons that continued over a period of 4 weeks. 
Lesson narrative
The teacher wanted to… enable the children to explore an imaginary world to find out the kind of information that would be useful when we came to thinking about real countries in our topic about holidays.
Before the lesson … The topic for the term was introduced as the geography based “Where in the World?”  The children had discussed places where they had been on holiday and located these on a map. We had discussed the information that we would want to know before we went on a holiday and countries that we would like to find out about. The children had been informed that their role would be travel agents and that we would find out about our chosen countries so that we could make a travel brochure for other classes to choose which holiday they thought sounded the best.
The teacher began the lesson by … Mind mapping with the children “What is a travel agent?” We discussed what things they do as part of their job as well as what information they may need to know.
The teacher then… told the children that today we were going to be travel agents visiting the imaginary country Rainbow Land. The teacher explained to the children that Rainbow Land wanted to become a popular holiday destination and that we were to visit today to find out what we could tell people about this place to make them want to visit. The teacher then told the children that it was time to go to Rainbow Land but there were three things we need to do to get there and took three sensible suggestions. The teacher then took the children on an imaginary journey to Rainbow Land. Upon arrival the children were told to go off and explore to see what they could find that might interest people who want to visit.
The pupils… then went off in pairs to explore Rainbow Land, returning at a pre-decided signal to tell what they had found.
The teacher then… told the children that she had met the mayor of Rainbow Land and that she would like to come and meet the children to find out what they thought of Rainbow Land. The teacher then went into role as the mayor of Rainbow Land and asked the children to tell her what they thought of Rainbow Land? What they liked/found interesting? And what other things would make people want to visit?
At the end of the lesson… the teacher explained that in order to return home, we needed to do the three things that we did to get us to Rainbow Land but reversed. After we had returned, the teacher then asked the children what we could do to help the mayor of Rainbow Land? The children suggested making posters to advertise the kind of activities that we could do in Rainbow Land and that we could tell the customers who came to our Travel Agency all about Rainbow Land.
After the lesson the teacher… acted in role as a customer entering the travel agency looking for a different holiday destination, then observed the children as they carried on with their own role play.
After the lesson the children… made posters to advertise Rainbow Land as a holiday destination and used Role play in the class Travel Agency to promote holidays to Rainbow Land. 
The teacher said…

“The children were all so excited by the prospect travelling to Rainbow Land and exploring a new place. They became totally engaged with the discussion and role-play and spent the next week begging to go and visit Rainbow Land again. It was wonderful to see them so animated and excited about their learning.” 
The children said…

“We’re going to keep exploring Rainbow Land at Playtime. “ 

“When can we visit Rainbow Land again?”

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when… the children explored Rainbow Land finding all sorts of interesting things to see and do. When the children engaged in conversation with the mayor telling her what they liked about Rainbow Land and what other things would make it more interesting to visitors and when the children were talking about Rainbow Land in the Travel agency as a fantastic holiday destination.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when… the children were able to make appropriate suggestions to the mayor of the types of activities that people were looking for in a holiday destination and in their use of appropriate language to sell Rainbow Land as a fantastic holiday destination. The children used their Rainbow Land experiences when we began exploring real countries to work out the information that they needed to find out to make them interesting holiday destinations.
WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language?
Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in role (co-participant)
· Teacher narrative

· Improvisation
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were… The children were all engrossed and really wanted to help the mayor. Drama gave the work a real meaning and purpose and it stimulated their imaginations.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be … try it and have fun! I was really nervous about teaching this lesson and was wonderfully surprised by how engaged the children became and how excited they were by this lesson.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


