
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Manor field Infant and Nursery School   

Number on roll 203
Name of teacher  (optional)   Laura Besenzi/Alex Lightbown
The school’s approach to/provision for drama
Drama is used as a starting point for cross curricular activities and to develop Communication, Language and Literacy throughout the term. Developing the New Framework with a creative curriculum in mind we wanted to make provision for teaching the drama conventions as well as opportunities to learn through drama.
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
We are seeking to learn more about the drama conventions and to be able to teach in a creative, imaginative, reflective and enjoyable way through drama.  It is proposed that we share our learning from our involvement with D4LC with the whole school staff and partner schools in our cluster.

Age Group 5 – 6 year olds
Size of class 30
Length of lesson - 1 hour
Subject links - Art, Design Technology, Literacy, Geography, History, ICT.
Resources – An email from property developers in the area
The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 
· Use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences 
· Use dramatic techniques including work in role to explore ideas and texts

· To create, share and evaluate ideas and understanding through drama
· To experience problem solving opportunities through simulated real  life events
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 
An email was sent to the class from property developers working in the area requesting the pupils assistance in creating an exhibition to draw  positive publicity and interest from the local community.

The pupils researched artists who had portrayed people/ families in their paintings and learned about history through art. The pupils created their own masterpieces and began the process of creating an exhibition.
Lesson narrative
The teacher wanted the pupils to have a knowledge of different  artists’ work. To be able to draw information from the art work. To create their own piece of art and to exhibit their work.
Before the lesson …
The pupils had experienced an organised art exhibition in school  of their own paintings which were framed, catalogued and sold through an outside company.

Pupils had looked at the work of different artists on the internet, in books and from a collection of pictures held in the school. A week had been spent looking at one particular picture of a family by……………

There had been lengthy discussions about the painting. Pupils recreated the painting using their peers to create a still image. Pupils had learned the techniques of colour mixing so that they were ready to create their own pictures.

The teacher began the lesson by …
Introduced the email to the pupils and opened up a discussion about what should be done.

The teacher then…
Asked the pupils to take on the role of members of the community. In pairs the pupils discussed what their job was and how they felt about the new development. This information was then shared in a circle with the teacher in role as the property developer. The teacher in role then persuades the community to hold the exhibition and encourages the pupils to offer ideas and decide on key roles and responsibilities in order to create the exhibition.

The pupils…
Took on the role of exhibition organisers, caterers, artists, picture framers etc

At the end of the lesson…
The children began to think about their specific role and what it entailed. They were ready to research further and produce ideas relating to invitations guest lists etc.

After the lesson the teacher…
Took away the pupils ideas and planned the next lesson around a visit to the Sainsbury Centre - ‘ Experiencing an Art Exhibition.’
After the lesson the children…
Started to share their ideas about setting up an exhibition and independently offered ideas over the next few weeks.

The teacher said…

“ What is the first thing that we need to think about in order to set up our exhibition? Where, when, who is to be invited what are we going to exhibit?  “ 

The children said…

“ What art work are we going to exhibit?  What do I need to be doing as part of my role  “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when…
They were creative in choosing to be members of the community and the jobs they had. The children devised a list of roles and responsibilities. 
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

“ Pupils learned about history from the paintings, about  interpreting paintings based on their knowledge of the artist. They learned about the difficulties with organising events and the many different roles required in order to produce an exhibition. They learned to negotiate with the property developer and problem solve.  “ 

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

It would be very difficult to prove that there was a significant rise in standards from one lesson. However, drama is used to develop speaking and listening and to provide our pupils with a wealth of ideas to inform their writing. There is a significant rise in the amount of writing that the children produce as a result of creative input through drama.
Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language?
Our less able pupils tend to see themselves as writers more readily following a drama session as the writing required is seen as more purposeful. This also includes our groups of less able boy writers
Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 
The majority of our pupils are enthusiastic about drama and without a doubt all children in the year group are much more willing to attempt writing as a result of our drama activities. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Still image/ freeze framing
· Children in role
· Teacher in role
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were…

Drama is part of our creative curriculum. It energises our pupils and exposes them to a range of experiences that equip them with the language and knowledge to develop their learning. The drama conventions are the tools that our teachers use to deliver those experiences.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be …
We were able to use this scenario to suit our situation. The lesson became more real through an imaginary world because of property development in our locality at the time we planned the activities.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


