
NC Year     
Whatever Wanda Wanted
Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Wimbotsham and Stow Community School   

Number on roll: 96
The school’s approach to drama: was occasional and usually attached to Literacy. It was used more regularly in KS1 and daily in Reception with the use of the home corner. However, we are beginning to use drama as a teaching medium throughout the school on a more regular basis with drama sessions to practise skills such as role play and freeze frame and linked to a wider number of subjects.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: Whilst drama was used in our school, it was mostly for Literacy and we saw this as an opportunity to widen the use of drama as a teaching tool in other areas of the curriculum and to increase creativity.  
Age Group: Reception and Year One
Size of class – 24
Length of lesson: 1 hour
Subject links: Geography - places, PSHE, Literacy - characters and settings
Resources:  Book - Whatever Wanda Wanted, by Jude Wilson, a large space
The aims of the lesson

· To explore a character and find ways of investigating the character in some detail (through the eyes of others)
· To introduce freeze frame
· To develop the skills of working in role (thinking fast and asking/answering questions as a character
Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to use a number of drama conventions with the children and to keep the flow of the lesson by moving from one activity to the other.
Before the lesson  The children warmed up with a few quickly changing roles to become (a person at a bus stop, a worm the rain, a businessperson late for a meeting, a tree in a storm, etc).
The teacher began the lesson by introducing the book; reading the blurb and discussing ideas about the character. We read the first 6 pages of the book and spent a few minutes discussing how we could find out what Wanda is like.
The pupils decided that they could talk to Wanda or talk to other people who knew Wanda. They then thought about who those people might be. 

The teacher then used teacher-in-role to become Wanda so that the children could ask her a few questions. 

The children played the role of classmates of Wanda to give the rest of the class insights into Wanda’s character. 

The teacher then returned to the book and the children first mimed Wanda waiting for her mother - showing impatience - then worked in pairs being Wanda and the shopkeeper. 

Next they asked to replay this scene to show how Wanda would have behaved if she had been ‘good’. We then recreated the shop (children became walls, kites, doors, etc) and talked about what the building saw and heard and what it thought about Wanda. 

We also recreated the street outside (people shopping, driving past, washing windows, walking dogs, policemen, Wanda’s Mum, etc) and froze the image at the moment that Wanda flew past on the end of a kite then the teacher interviewed the children as a News reporter who was finding eye-witnesses for the TV news programme. The children recounted the events from their viewpoint and gave their opinions on what had happened/ should be done to save the little girl. Finally, the children became Wanda holding on to the kite and talked about what they could see, hear, feel, smell, etc and thought about where the Kite might take them.
At the end of the lesson the children were full of ideas about the character of Wanda and why the kite had taken her. They had lots of ideas about where the kite might go and what it would be like there (this became the starting point for our next lesson).
After the lesson the children recorded Wanda’s journey on the kite by drawing picture of Wanda in the air and the land she passed over beneath her. They spoke non-stop about the adventure of flying through the air then moved to talk about whether they should hold on or let go, giving reasons for their choices.
The teacher and children continued to use this book over the next two or three lessons with equally satisfying outcomes.
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when one of the Reception children decided to be the policeman in the street and spoke to the News reporter about how they were going to save Wanda and what they had done so far. The child continued the role play through the following part of the drama - while others became Wanda on the kite, he was in a ‘police chopper’. His picture after the lesson was of the police chopper saving Wanda from the kite.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when the children were flying above the land and talked about what they could see: ”I can see a house but only the roof because I am flying over the top.” They also showed through their role play that a character could be seen differently by different people (points of view), e.g. the policeman and Wanda’s Mum spoke about Wanda as ‘Wanda’ while others on the street would know her only as ‘the little girl’. This also showed in the way they talked about Wanda’s character from different peoples’ viewpoints. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in role
· Children in role
· Mime and freeze frame

· Paired role-play
Why use drama?  

The children did not think they were working - it was just fun! (for me too!)

Working in role helps the children understand the feelings and thought of characters better and ‘acting it out’ first helps them to vocalise their ideas. 

Children who find it difficult to listen to instructions or sit still are caught up in the ‘game’ of pretending and focus much more easily. This is helped by the quicker pace of shorter, activities. 

The activities and learning has a bigger impact - they remember it and can apply their ideas and learning to other activities.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be don’t dwell on one part on activity for too long, younger children lose focus if they have to wait for everyone to show or have a say - keep it moving and progressing; give them enough time to think and participate but once they have all had a chance to explore, move on. 

Be flexible - plan your lesson but if the children find a different path follow it - it will probably be better than your plan because it comes from them and will give them ownership. You can always backtrack to your plan if their ideas come to a stop. Also, don’t plan too many lessons ahead for the same reason.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION

D4LC phase 2  – lesson exemplars 


