
NC Year/s  _2 

Lesson title/theme A journey for Mouse and Mole

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__Diss Infants and Nursery Community School   

Number on roll________

The school’s approach to drama :  weekly skill based lessons and cross curricular use of drama to enhance learning

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC : to develop creativity across the curriculum and to raise standards in writing

Age Group year 2

Size of class 30

Length of lesson 60 mins

Subject links : music, mathematics, 

Resources : whiteboards and markers, interactive whiteboard and poem ‘The Engine Driver’

The aims of the lesson

· To  develop choice of vocabulary 

· To develop sequence 

· To create a well structured story ….

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to create a class story focusing on the sequencing of events, word choice and extended sentence structures. 

Before the lesson the class had explored rhythmical patterns in the poem ‘The Engine Driver’, used prepositional language in mathematics and explored the characters of Mouse and Mole through their use of body language in two previous drama sessions.

The teacher began the lesson by revisiting the characters and characteristics of Mouse and Mole.  In pairs the children were then asked to choose a train journey related situation from a given selection eg. Ticket office and explore how Mouse and then Mole would respond.  Several demonstrated their responses within an acting circle and the differences in the characters identified and discussed.

The teacher then introduced the idea of Mouse and Mole actually going on a train journey. First individually, then in pairs and then again in fours the children were asked to develop and record a framework of ideas for the journey the characters would take and from these eight different stages to the story were identified by the class.  Each group was given a different stage and asked to develop it through role play before writing down their ideas.  The children were reminded of the LOs to use extended sentences and interesting vocabulary before they started. Each group was self-organising and established its own rules and roles to complete the task.  

The children then told the story around the circle and listened intently to each others ideas, contributing developments to the text and establishing powerful links with the various events of the story as the discussion progressed.  Some groups chose to act out their event in the circle in addition to a narration whilst others read their ideas from their whiteboards.   Children at all levels commented on the choice of some words and suggested more appropriate alternatives.  The story was scribed and the extended sentences and vocabulary choice explored at the end of each stage.

At the end of the lesson the LO were revisited before the story was read and the extent to which they had been achieved as a class were assessed before the children reflected on their own development.  

“   “ 

The children were very proud of their story and retold it in many different forms in their outdoor play.

“    “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity in the way the children made links between all their previous learning, created their own story structure and determined the way in which they presented their event.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning throughout in the way the children communicated with each other, organised their learning environment, made choices about the vocabulary to use and extended their sentences appropriately.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· improvisation / acting circle

· mind mapping

Why use drama?

Using drama enabled the children to explore the way characters would respond in a variety of situations, develop their vocabulary and their understanding of sequence, cause and effect.  It developed their co-operative and communicative skills and motivated all children to achieve.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


