
NC Year/s   

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ Heartsease Middle School   

Number on roll 230
The school’s approach to drama Over the course of the last couple of years, the school has sought to promote active learning in all lessons, focusing on an interactive approach to teaching and learning, encouraging much paired talk, discussion, and a range of speaking and listening activities. We have come to recognise the importance of this style of teaching (which draws great deal from ideas and methods used in drama) and its impact on creativity, across the curriculum.

Although elements of drama were being taught in Literacy lessons (hot-seating, conscience alley etc.) it was recognised that we needed a more cross-curricular approach, with drama being planned into other lessons, but also to teach whole-class drama lessons on a weekly basis. We agreed to do this.

Our main reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC were the school’s commitment to the requirements of the “Every Child Matters” document, and our desire to make teaching and learning more creative, imaginative and enjoyable. 

The school has its fair share of challenging pupils, often from quite troubled backgrounds, and we are always open to new ways of stimulating and motivating these children. We need to attempt a range of strategies that are effective in helping our pupils to achieve their full potential.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

Age Group 

Size of class

Length of lesson

Subject links

Resources

The aims of the lesson

To explore the emotions felt by those involved in, or witness to, a playground dispute and to recognise the links between situations in fiction and those found in the children’s own lives.

e.g. 

· To understand …….

· To use a range of….

· To discriminate between…..

· To create …..

Drama is an ideal teaching and learning medium. It has contributed to making learning more vivid and memorable, and has led on to other pieces of work – written or otherwise. The advantages have been that it has deepened pupils’ responses and developed thinking and communication skills. In classes where drama has been afforded a central role, the children and teachers involved have enjoyed greater creativity, freedom and enthusiasm for lessons. 
Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to…

Before the lesson In literacy the children had been reading Beyond the Deepwoods and looked at a scene where there is a dispute over the rules of a game.  They had also spent time writing rules for games and trying out new games from instructions given by other children.  This provided the background for this drama lesson.

The teacher began the lesson by… with a game of fruit salad to mix the children up so that they would not be in exclusive friendship or gender groups around the circle.  

The teacher then recapped on the section of the story involving a dispute over the rules of a game.  At various points the children were asked to show with faces or body language how the different characters might be feeling at certain points in the story.

The children were then split up into groups of four and asked to prepare an improvised scene which shows a playground dispute of some sort.  This scene must lead towards a freeze frame moment which may be the crisis of the dispute, the resolution or some other point which the group thinks is particularly significant.

After some minutes of preparation, each group showed their drama to the class.  Once they were frozen, thought tracking was used to highlight the different emotions of the characters in the scene.
The teacher then…

The pupils…

At the end of the lesson…

After the lesson the teacher…

After the lesson the children… it was clear that the children had been really involved in the work.  One child said that she had not thought about how all the children involved in a dispute might feel quite similarly.  Another said that it was strange that none of the onlookers went to get an adult, but all tried to intervene themselves.

There was evidence of creativity when a child who is extremely non-confrontational became the aggressor in a scene and was able to better empathise with the feelings of such a character following the drama work.

There was evidence of learning when the children were able to realise that, whilst events in a story might be fictional, they need to have a basis in real human emotion in order for them to believable.  There was also a development of greater emotional intelligence when the children found out that the person who can appear to be an unreasonable aggressor in a dispute can often have what they feel are good reasons for their anger and that the cause of many playground disputes is a lack of clear communication about rules and expectations between the children playing together before the game begins.

What the teacher said…

“   “ 

What the children said…

“    “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

Drama strategies and conventions used
Why use drama?

Drama was chosen for this lesson because it gave the children a chance to work through and discuss some of the implications of playground disputes and to visit some of the emotions to which they give rise in a controlled way.  It also had the effect of bringing a literacy text to life and increasing the level of empathy they had with the main protagonist.  This was particularly important as this is a long text with which they will be working for some weeks and so they need to feel connected to the main character and to feel they have some emotional investment in the text.  It was also a way to explore the implications of their behaviour in the playground and classroom in a way which was non-judgemental and could not be considered to be directed at any one individual.  In addition it formed part of a collection of activities designed to encourage the development of emotional intelligence and the idea of collective responsibility.

The advantages of using drama were.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


