
NC Year/s   

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Mile Cross Middle School   

Number on roll 250

The school’s approach to drama…timetabled for year groups and encouraged as a tool across the curriculum.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: trying to encourage more drama through the school…interested in the impact of drama on children’s creativity.

Age Group: Year 4 (Special Needs)

Size of class: 10 children

Length of lesson: 1 hour

Subject links: Literacy, phonics…teaching children to read.

Resources: The Ruth Miskin Phonics Scheme.

The aims of the lesson

e.g. 

· To understand ……the sound “ee” (Can you see) and to use it to blend with other sounds..

· To use a range of….

· To discriminate between…..

· To create …..

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to…teach the sound “ee”(can you see)

Before the lesson…the children had learnt Speed Sounds Set 1 of the Ruth Miskin Phonics scheme.

The teacher began the lesson by…recapping past sounds learnt.

The teacher then…used Foxy the puppet to teach the sound “ee”.

The pupils…drew pictures that corresponded to “ee” and blended sounds together with “ee” using their fingers.

At the end of the lesson…the children visited an alien planet and spoke to the teacher (in role) as Zog the Alien who has locked up on his planet by the evil King Zarton. The children had to show Zog what they had been learning. They knew that if Zog doesn’t learn “earth” sounds he will be made into a handbag by the evil King.

After the lesson the teacher…moved onto a new sign (igh…fly high) and used it to blend. 

After the lesson the children…as above.

What the teacher said…

“ You can really assess what the children know when you go into a low status teacher in role. Because they are teaching you the learning seems more relevant, important and fun. They surprise you with their insight…eg: Victoria said “Zog might confused with j and I because they look the same.” As the teacher I had not even considered that this might be a problem for them “ 

What the children said…

“ That was fun” “We’re good at this” (This is momentous and marks a significant change in attitude and confidence in children that have consistently felt like they are failing.)

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…the children explored Zog’s planet and taught him the sounds. Joshua found a mirror in a box (that had not been placed their intentionally, and said “Look, this is a magic mirror. This will take us to Zog”. Josh has behavioural issues and yet the drama engaged him in the learning in a really positive and imaginative way.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

The children taught Zog the sound ee. They demonstrated understanding and insight (as above with exampke of Victoria). With a few months hindsight it is interesting that the children really remember this sound. Is that because they really remember the way they learnt it?

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Storyland scenario

· Teacher in role

· Mantle of the expert

Why use drama?

This lesson was observed as part of our Ofsted inspection and was graded “Outstanding”. The inspector did not have time to feedback, but in my opinion one of the key reasons the lesson was outstanding was due to the drama techniques used. The children have faced failure with reading since Reception. By “teaching” Zog what they have learnt they become the experts and take real pride in their achievements. They take control of their learning by correcting and showing Zog what they have learnt and by deciding “how” the drama is carried out. (eg: Joshua finding a mirror in a box and saying “This is magic and it will take us to Zog”) 
Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


