
NC Year     
Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School  Little Plumstead Primary School 

Number on roll 170
Name of teacher (optional)  Gill Malcolm 
The school’s approach to drama: 
We are still at a relatively early stage. Some teachers incorporate drama on a regular basis and others not at all.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC:
We wanted to increase and develop creativity across the curriculum and see drama as a pivotal tool in this process. We were also keen to improve writing standards particularly in KS2.
Age Group: Year 3/4
Size of class 33
Length of lesson: one hour
Subject links: History, Literacy
Resources:  Other adult, shawl, large book, letter
The aims of the lesson

· To develop historical empathy
· To experience what life was like in the Victorian classroom at Burston School
· To provide the children with the opportunity to write a passionate letter from a pupil’s perspective in support of Tom and Kitty Higdon (the teachers)
Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to 

Create a purpose for writing a letter to support the Higdons’ unusual fun approach to teaching and learning in response to a letter of complaint sent o the Diocesan Board of Education from the  Reverand Eland who was chairman of the School Managing Body at Burston School. (based on a true story)
Before the lesson  
A prior lesson required the children, in groups,  to look at a photograph of a traditional Victorian classroom, to create a still image of the people in the photo with a caption and to speak thoughts when touched. The groups of children were then asked to bring their scenes to life as a carousel.

The NEW teacher arrived (class teacher in role wearing a shawl) and introduced herself and her husband as Kitty and Tom Higdon who would be the new  teachers here at Burston School.

The Victorian children experienced a different kind of  lesson than they had previously experienced and Mr and Mrs Higdon expressed concern over poor conditions at the school etc.
The teacher began the lesson by 

*letter arrives at school from diocesan board complaining that the Higdons are not teaching properly and to expect a visit from the Inspector.
*worried Mrs Higdon shares letter with Victorian children in her class and expresses concern.

*Mrs Higdon and class prepare for a visit from inspector
The teacher then 

*arranged with another member of staff to be in role as inspector
*Mrs Higdon and class carry on as normal awaiting arrival of inspector

The pupils 

*pupils are sympathetic but apprehensive about inspector’s visit
The teacher then

*Inspector arrives (other member of staff in role) and walks around lesson grilling children about the curriculum, how many times the fire was lit and how well they had been taught etc.
*Inspector leaves and a report arrives soon afterwards implying that the Higdons may lose their jobs!

At the end of the lesson 
Chn discussed what they should do, if anything
*Children decided  to write a letter to the diocesan board in support of their teachers
After the lesson the teacher 

This lesson was followed by several others where the children discussed a report in the Parish Newsletter at home with their parents, prepared oral evidence to take to the Diocesan Board in support of the Higdons, decided to go on strike and made posters.
After the lesson the children 

See above
The teacher 

See above
The children said 
That was really fun, when are we doing drama again?
We feel that we can really do something to help the Higdons.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when
Children decided their own unique writing outcome
Children wrote powerfully from their own point of view about something which they really cared about
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when
Several children were so enthusiastic about writing their letters that they asked to stay in over break to finish them!
The children showed a greater awareness of audience.
Children who were reluctant writers became so involved in the issues that they forgot they were even writing!

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards ( for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Children who normally struggle with what to write were bubbling over with opinions and eager to record them
· One pupil whose writing was normally level 1 managed to write a several relevant sentences using punctuation and achieved a level 2c
· Children used more adventurous vocabulary
· Several children who are normally good writers really excelled and wrote more complex sentences with varied vocabulary – level 4 

Why use drama?

It brought our history topic  to life and gave the children the opportunity to become actively involved rather than just passive observers.
The children were enthusiastic about  every lesson.
It provided a purpose for our writing which then felt worthwhile
Less able learners contributed and  participated equally and their contributions were valued by their peers
There was lots of opportunity for discussion and debate

Everyone has a part to play
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be 
Perhaps have covered the mechanics of letter writing a few days previously.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION

D4LC phase 2  – lesson exemplars 


