
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Erpingham VC Primary School   

Number on roll 22
Name of teacher  (optional)   
The school’s approach to/provision for drama – to extend our whole school commitment to ‘Learning from Experience’.  
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
Extend our commitment to ‘Learning through Experience’ to include ‘Learning through Imagined Experiences’.  

Develop children’s ability to use their imagination.

Develop Writing skills – writing in role and writing from imagined experiences.
Age Group Year 4/5/6
Size of class 16
Length of lesson 2 x 1 hr sessions (1/2hr prepare to interview, 1/2hr interview, 1 hr write up interview)
Subject links  Lesson was writing focused
Resources  Costume!!!!
The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 
· Learn that writing is fun.  Drama enables you to be anyone and anything!
· Get better at using a range of interview techniques, writing skills, discussion, collaboration, co-operation.
· Be able to discriminate between ‘real’ and ‘imagined’ experiences – BUT that both can give purpose to learning.
· Create a news report in a chosen style based on an interview.
· Experience a real interview.  What it is like to be a reporter.  The importance of notetaking.
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 
This was part of a 3 week Literacy Unit on Journalistic Writing.  

We were looking at Interview techniques used by reporters and writing in a journalistic ‘sensationalist’ way.
Lesson narrative
The teacher wanted to stimulate the children to right in a journalistic style – produce a news report or magazine article about the Snow Queen. Children to experience interviewing.  Also the purpose was to familiarise children with the idea of Hot Seating, adult led at first but later for children to offer to Hot Seat!
The teacher began the lesson by leading discussion on how Reporters gather information – what do they do:  We brainstormed ideas.
The teacher then explained that the children were going to be reporters, they were going to Interview the Snow Queen.  They had to think of 3 questions each they would like to ask the snow queen.  They had to decide which ‘type’ of magazine/newspaper they represented as this made a difference to the style of questions they would ask.
The pupils made notes during the interview, they would use their notes to write their article.
At the end of the lesson we gathered the information together and discussed what information we would add in our article.
After the lesson the teacher assessed each piece of writing.
After the lesson the children wrote up their articles – which were later displayed in the school Library.
In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity through the questions they asked.  There was some surprising evidence that the children also ‘went into role’ as different newspaper journalists.  Their articles showed a good understanding of sensationalistic writing!
In this lesson there was evidence of learning – the children accepted me (their teacher) as the snow queen.  After the Hot Seating session, in the discussion part of the lesson, children treated me like I had not been part of it.  They were telling me about things the ‘Snow Queen’ said and did! The quality of their writing was excellent – and totally independently written.
WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Children were highly motivated during the lessons – all very enthusiastic and keen to write their reports.  ALL  pupils were proud of the work they had produced and all were able to write with confidence and from an informed point of view.
. Children saw the follow up writing lesson as writing for a reason.  They were confident that there was a purpose to their writing.  Because they had experienced the interview – they were writing from an informed perspective.
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Hot Seating
· Discussion
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were children actually believed they were being visited by the Snow Queen.  They were totally engaged in the lessons – even the writing up session.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be GO FOR IT!!  It is vital that the teacher gets fully in role, using props and becomes the character.  It is just a great fun lesson which excellent results.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


