
NC Year/s 5/6
Autobiographical Accounts
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Aslacton Primary School   

Number on roll 78 
Name of teacher  Kate Scarle
The school’s approach to/provision for drama

Trying to imbed it in the curriculum
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
Consolidating drama strategies and sharing these with whole school staff to help move towards a topic based curriculum featuring drama throughout.
Age Group Years 5/6
Size of class  30
Length of lesson  60 minutes
Subject links  Literacy/History
Resources Autobiographical extracts.  I used extracts from Roald Dahl’s Boy, Zlata’s Diary, Anne Frank’s Diary, Floella Benjamin’s autobiography, Lathi (a child labourer), Hala (a refugee from Afghanistan)
The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 
· Learn that autobiographies are written to share important experiences with readers and that there are many feelings expressed in them.
· Get better at using a range of vocal and facial expressions to demonstrate feelings.
· Create an effective piece of drama from a short extract
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

It is part of a unit on Autobiography and Biography in the Year 6 Literacy Units.  We have read a selection of biographies on Nelson Mandela and compared them and put together a life line for him.
Lesson narrative
I wanted to give the children a chance to work from a short account like a scripted piece.

Before the lesson I sourced the accounts and sorted them so that each group received the account and then some more information about the person their account was about.

I began the lesson by doing a warm up which relied on focusing.  We stood in a circle and had to sit down one at a time without communicating.  If any two or more people sat down at the same time we had to start again.  We also worked in groups looking at prejudice and being ostracised by moving around and at a given moment all pointing at someone in the group without communicating in any other way.  We discussed how this made us feel.  We did a vocal warm up using strong words that we could show the meaning of with our voices – greed, hate, love.
I then separated the children into pre-arranged groups and gave them the autobiographical extract.  I explained that I wanted to think about how the person felt when they wrote this.  They needed to put this across in their performance.  They also needed to think about where their audience would be and how they were going to perform the extract (through freeze frame, sound only or a short action piece).
The pupils worked in their groups for 5 minutes and then performed their extracts in a carousel.  
I then gave the children a bit of information on their person including their name and why they wrote their autobiographical account.  I asked them to use that information to see if that changed their interpretation in anyway.
At the end of the lesson we watched some of the groups’ work evaluating and improving their performances through forum theatre.  We discussed as a class what made a life worth writing about.
We then used what we had learnt in this lesson to compare biographies and autobiographies considering the depth of feeling.
The children enjoyed working from scripts and we have developed this further in our SATs Literacy revision with reading of playscripts.  We have been looking at using stage directions to help with the drama.
In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when they considered carefully whether they wanted to use just sound or visual drama as well.  Those using sound thought carefully about how to get noises such as thunder across to the audience.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when the children demonstrated the difference the knowledge of the situation made to their drama.  They were also able to identify what made a life worth writing about and could compare these people with famous people who write autobiographies to make money.
WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

This was the first time we had done drama from any kind of script and it was good to see how they used it.  They all showed understanding of what was written, even those who struggled to read.  The script work we have done since has also shown an improvement in their understanding of scripting.  They are now more confident in describing the features of a playscript and using stage directions to inform their drama.  The useful thing with this drama was that children could demonstrate the meaning of a text without having to read it out.  They realised that it was the feelings they put across that made the drama work.  I have found there is a marked improvement in pupil behaviour during drama lessons.  All the children are on task and they work together to find solutions to problems so that they get the most out of the lesson.  
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Forum theatre
· Sound and visual group performance
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were giving the children a chance to work from a script and to develop their evaluating skills while considering the text and audience for a text.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be to find enough resources to have the children working in small groups.  
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


