THE STORY OF MINIK 
The following is a much condensed account of the true story of the life of Minik Peary Wallace.

Mink was born in 1889.  He was a Polar Eskimo, his home was Etah, a small village in North Western Greenland.  He lived in a tribe of less than 250 people.  His father, Qisuk, was considered to be one of the best hunters in his tribe.  Minik’s mother Mannik had died when he was very young. 

In 1897, Robert Peary was on his fourth expedition to Greenland.  Peary took Qisuk and Nuktaq on as hunters and dog drivers and then invited them to travel south with him back to New York.  Nuktag’s wife, Atangana (an angakok) and their adopted daughter Aviaq and her fiancé Uisaakassak, came too.  So did Minik.  There were six Eskimos in all.  Peary promised to have them back home within a year and that they would return with guns. 

The S.S. Hope, their ship, arrived in New York at the end of September in 1897.  On that day alone 20,000 people visited the Hope to see the Esimos.  Peary had decided to bring the Eskimos to America initially at the request of Dr. Franz Boas, the assistant curator at the American museum of Natural History.  He had actually only asked for one Eskimo to study. 

The group of Eskimos were housed in the basement of the museum, of which Morris Jessup was President.  He was also Peary’s patron and sponsor. 

The heat of New York was oppressive to the Eskimo and living in the basement, they soon all caught colds which developed into pneumonia.  By November all six of them were in Bellevue Hospital.
In February 1898, Qusuk died.  Nuktaq’s wife died shortly afterwards.  Nuktaq, Aviaq and Uisaakassak were moved to the country.  They stayed in a house belonging to William Wallace who was the superintendent of the Natural History museum and a private businessman.  Nuktaq and Aviaq died in the May.  Uisaakassak returned to Greenland with Peary who was setting out on yet another expedition.  

Meanwhile Minik was living with William Wallace’s family in New York.  He had recovered from the pneumonia although he was a victim or recurring bouts of the illness for the rest of his life.  Wallace and his wife Rhetta, doted on Minik and they adopted him and sent him to school, where arithmetic and sports were his favourite subjects.  They were not able to speak Inuit with him. 

In 1901, Wallace resigned from the museum amidst allegations of financial scandal.  Morris Jessup, the president of the museum, withdrew all patronage from Wallace and, therefore, Minik. 

In 1904 Rhetta Wallace died. 

In 1906 Minik discovered, through his school friends, that Qusuk’s bones were displayed in the museum and had been for many years.  The Eskimo burial of his father’s body had been a sham to placate him.  There had actually been reports in the newspapers, at the time of Qisuk’s death debating the ownership of his body but Minik had been too young to be aware of the debate and in any case unable to read English.  
In 1907 the New York newspapers took up Minik’s story.
By this time, William Wallace had become impoverished and he and Mink were living in the inner city of New York. 

Minik’s case was taken up by New York publicist, Chester Beeccroft.  Beeccroft, Wallace and Minik considered it to be important that i) Minik should return to Greenland and ii) that he should go with an education that would be of use to his fellow Eskimos. 

Beechcroft applied in vain to the White House for financial assistance towards Minik’s education.  Wallace also wrote to Jessup and Peary who continued to ignore Minik’s plight. 

For the rest of his life, Minik was to petition the museum for the return of his father’s body but with no success.

Minik blamed himself for Wallace’s reduced circumstances, never having been told the full story behind Wallace’s resignation from the museum. 

He left Wallace and went to live with Chester Beeccroft.

He was now 18 years of age. 

By 1900, Minik was keen not only to return to Greenland, but to find the North Pole himself.  He began to study navigational skills.  But pneumonia and depression soon terminated his college career and he ran away. 

After six weeks Chester Beecroft finally caught up with him in Canada where he had been trying to work his way north, in an attempt to reach Greenland.  Minik was very ill and suicidal; Beecroft took him back to New York. 
By July 1909, Minik and Beecroft, through their contacts with the newspapers, were succeeding in damaging Roberts Peary’s reputation wto such an extent that Peary’s supporters came to an agreement with them on a plan to help Minik get back to Greenland (and out of their hair!) 

Minik arrived in North Star Bay, Greenland, in August 1909 – however, he spoke no Inuit and he was a long way south of Etah. 

Minik was taken in by one of his relatives, Soqqaq, who helped him re-learn the languages and the ways of the Polar Eskimo; Minik quickly became a proficient hunter. 

In 1920 Minik married an Inuit woman, Arnanahuaq.  They were not happy together and they parted.  Although Minik was now healthier than he had ever been for years, he was never really at ease in Greenland, having been away for so long. 

In 1913 a new party of American explorers arrived in Etah.  Minik was taken on as an interpreter and hunter.
In 1916, Minik gained passage on a ship returning to America from Greenland; the Cluett.  Back in America he was once agin anxious to return to Greenland but could find no way of getting there.  Intending to settle in America, he applied for citizenship in 1917 and went to work in a lumbercamp in Pittsburg, New Hampshire.  Minik again contracted pneumonia, this time after a ‘flu’ epidemic which swept through the lumbercamps.

He died on 29th October 1918, aged 29, and was buried in Pittsburg. 

